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bringing  Varks 
to  tlje  People 


Among  the  most  important  legacies  that 

we  can  pass  on  to  future  generations  is  an 

endowment  of  parklands  and  recreational 

areas  that  will  enrich  leisure  opportunities 

and  make  the  beauties  of  the  earth  and  sea 

accessible  to  all  Americans. 
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President  Richard  Nixon 


A  REPORT  ON  YOUR  LEGACY  OF  PARKS 

By  Rogers  Morton,  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
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elcome  to  your  National  Park  System.  These  lands  are  part  of 
the  breathing  space  of  our  Nation.  The  environmental  and 
recreational  values  of  these  unique  resources  are  protected 
because  they  belong  to  all  Americans.  As  the  use  of  leisure  time 
becomes  increasingly  important  to  the  quality  of  our  lives,  we 
appreciate  the  wisdom  of  earlier  generations  of  Americans  who 
have  taken  the  steps  necessary  to  preserve  these  natural 
retreats  throughout  the  United  States. 
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n  urban  America,  where  nearly  eight  out  of  every  ten 
Americans  reside,  only  a  fourth  of  the  Nation's  recreation 
facilities  and  only  3  percent  of  public  recreation  lands  are 
reasonably  accessible.  Most  families  must  travel  well  in  excess 
of  a  hundred  miles  to  visit  one  of  the  National  Parks.  More  than 
75  percent  of  all  recreation  takes  place  close  to  home,  after  work 
and  school,  and  on  short  outings. 

JC/arly  in  1971,  President  Richard  Nixon  initiated  the  "Legacy 
of  Parks''  program  to  create  new  opportunities  for  recreation  and 
leisure  closer  to  where  people  live.  The  program  features  an 


accelerated  effort  to  transfer  surplus  Federal  lands  to  state  and 
local  entities  for  park  and  recreation  use. 


±  hrough  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund,  the  progrann 
offers  grants  on  a  matching  basis  to  assist  these  government 
bodies  in  acquiring  other  property  for  park  purposes.  The 
"partnership"  investment  with  the  States  has  already  exceeded 
$1,000,000,000,  and  is  making  an  important  contribution  to 
building  the  Legacy. 
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Iready  responsible  to  the  President  for  improving  the 
management  of  all  Federal  real  estate,  the  Property  Review  Board 
gives  a  top  priority  to  releasing  under-used  Federal  lands  for 
park  and  recreation  development. 
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n  recent  years,  the  cost  of  surplus  Federal  lands  with 
recreation  potential  had  become  too  great  for  most  state  and 
local  governments  to  afford.  The  law  prevented  the  Federal 


Government  from  discounting  more  than  half  the  cost  of  such 
transfers.  But  now,  under  a  new  law  approved  by  the  President 
in  1970,  these  lands  are  being  made  available  for  all 
Americans  to  enjoy. 
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ith  the  1972  park  season  now  in  full  swing,  nearly  150  of 
these  properties  are  already  being  converted  to  park  use.  These 
new  recreation  areas  cover  some  20,000  acres  in  38  states  and 
Puerto  Rico.  Their  estimated  fair  market  value  exceeds  $80 
million.  Many  of  them  are  located  in  cities  or  urbanizing  areas 
where  the  needs  for  preservation  of  open  space  are  greatest. 

^he  record  of  achievement  of  President  Nixon's  ^'Legacy 
of  Parks"  program  has  been  gratifying.  By  returning 
Federally-owned  land  to  states  and  localities  to  fill  locally 
determined  needs,  the  Legacy  of  Parks  is  helping  to  bring 
government  closer  to  the  people.  In  his  pledge  to  carry  on  the 
fight  to  preserve  our  environmental  heritage,  the  President 
said  ''we  must  do  everything  we  can  so  that  people  will  love  this 
country  and  love  it  very  deeply  ...  to  preserve  those  great 
areas  of  natural  beauty  and  an  environment  in  which  our 
children  will  want  to  live." 
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